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enee, from which they vainly sought a way of escape, so over-
come with pity was he that his head burst and was shivered into
fragments. Then his own Lama, the Buddha of Immeasurable
Light (the same who manifests Himself in the Panchhen Lama
of Tashilhunpo, who consequently should become the natural
spiritual director on Earth of the Dalai Lama) provided him
with a fresh head and this happened no less than ten times."
Chenrezig's typical representation is, however, not the eleven-
faced form, but the likeness of a young and beautiful white
prince, with four arms. That is why an imprint, indicating
the rudiments of the extra pair of arms, is one of the signs
sought for on the body of the baby that is chosen to act as the
earthly sanctuary of the Bodhisat's influence.

Chenrezig is often likened to a shepherd in terms which can-
not but recall the Good Shepherd of the Gospel. There may
perhaps be some common origin of the two parables. The
Shepherd-like Lord, in the Tibetan version, is so called because
his action is that of a shepherd who, having led his flock
to the entrance of the fold, lets them enter in first, and then,
when all are safely inside, goes in himself last and closes the
gate. Chenrezig, in his capacity as Bodhisat, is freed from
sin and illusion, and is able at any moment to become a Buddha;
but moved by his compassion for suffering creatures, he abstains
from final Deliverance while so many are left behind in their
imperfections and sorrows. " What is it to be saved oneself if
others are still lost and suffering ? " He therefore elects to con-
tinue in the Universe of Form so that he may aid all beings to
pass in together to Nirvana. Then, and only then, he also will
take the final step across the threshold. Chenrezig and his fellow
Bodhisats, who again are not to be regarded as objectively
distinct personalities but as " stages in the Path " accessible to
every one of us, represent the embodied ideal of the Tibetan
Buddhist doctrine, the-Saviour who, though sinless and all-
knowing, offers himself for the Universe, in the supreme and
eternal sacrifice of redemptive love. This ideal is held to be
open to everyone and everything, since all that is, if only it
could be rightly viewed, would be found to be one and capable
of Buddhahood.

While examining the photographs of Yum paintings facing
page 249, another peculiarity will probably strike the eye,
namely, that each of the figures is really composed of two figures